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The Canadian Perspective 
— Potential Abounds 


reating Opportunity, The 

Liberal Plan for Canada 
(the Red Book) sets out a 
comprehensive plan to renew 
the partnership between 
the Government of Canada 
and Aboriginal peoples. The 
Government's commitment 
is to build a new partnership 
with Aboriginal peoples based 
on mutual respect, trust and 
participation in the decision- 
making process. 


Over the last two years, 
governments and Aboriginal 
peoples have made significant 
progress addressing the con- 
cerns of Aboriginal peoples. 


Steps Toward 
Self-Government 


n August 1995, the federal 
l government launched a 
process to negotiate the 
implementation of the inher- 
ent right of self-government 
with Aboriginal groups across 
Canada. These negotiations 
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focus on matters that are 
internal to Aboriginal commu- 
nities; matters that are key to 
Aboriginal cultures, identities, 
traditions, languages and insti- 
tutions; and matters relating 

to Aboriginal lands and their 
resources. Negotiations will 
take place among Aboriginal 
groups and federal and provin- 
cial governments. 


In British Columbia, First 
Nations will negotiate self- 


government arrangements in 
tandem with comprehensive 
land claims. The British Columbia 
Treaty Commission (BCTC) will 
facilitate treaty negotiations, 
including the implementation 
of the inherent right of self- 
government. The same princi- 
ples and practices of openness 
which currently characterize 
the B.C. treaty-making process 
will apply to self-government 
negotiations. 


A Secure Land and 
Resource Base — 
Progress on Claims 


ost First Nations in 

British Columbia have 
never signed treaties with the 
Canadian government, leaving 
the issue of land claims unre- 
solved. To address this issue, in 
1993 the First Nations Summit 
and federal and provincial 
governments launched a 
new process for negotiating 
treaties. 


The BCTC was established 
to facilitate and monitor 


Canada 


the progress of the six-step 
treaty-making process. So far, 
47 Aboriginal groups, repre- 
senting over 70 percent of B.C. 
First Nations, have come to 
the negotiating table. Since 
July 1995, five First Nations 
have signed framework agree- 
ments with Canada and British 
Columbia. The Gitxsan and 
Wet'suwet’'en First Nations, 
the Sechelt First Nation and 
the Champagne and Aishihik 
First Nations are now ready 
to enter into substantive 
negotiations. Framework 
agreements have been ini- 
tialled with the Teslin Tlingit 
Council, Kaska Dena Council, 
Gitanyow Hereditary Chiefs 
and Ditidaht First Nation. 


Negotiations among Canada, 
British Columbia and the 
Nisga‘a Tribal Council are 
aimed at concluding the first 
modern-day treaty in British 
Columbia as soon as possible. 
Significant progress towards 

an Agreement-in-Principle was 
made during 1995 on a number 
of topics, including self- 
government components of 
an eventual treaty. Active 
consultation with the public 
and third-party interests has 
contributed to awareness 

and understanding of Nisga‘a 
treaty negotiations and of the 
regional interests to be con- 
sidered in formulating treaty 
provisions. 


Community and 
Economic Development 


Relocation Helps Community 
Rebuild in Healthier 
Surroundings 


esidents of a First 

Nation on Vancouver 
Island have signed a historic 
agreement to relocate their 
community to a healthier 
and less-crowded home. 


For the past 25 years, the 
Mowachaht and Muchalaht 
peoples of Ahaminaquus 
Reserve No. 12 have lived 

in cramped conditions on 

a 3.3-hectare strip of land 
beside the Canadian Pacific 
Forest Products pulp mill. The 
giant mill leased 80 percent 
of the Indian reserve from the 
federal government in 1965. 


In the late 1960s, after the 
closure of a school and fish 
cannery at their original home 
on reserve land in nearby 
Friendly Cove, the Mowachaht 
and Muchalaht peoples mi- 
grated to the unleased portion 
of the reserve in the hopes of 
finding work at the pulp mill. 


In March 1994, the First 
Nation and the federal and 
provincial governments reached 
an agreement to address over- 
crowding and health and 


Safety concerns on the reserve. 


The 150 community members 
received 125 hectares of land 
for a new reserve north of 
the town of Gold River and 
$9 million to design and 
construct houses, community 
buildings, roads, and sewage 
services. The band plans to 
raise an additional $1 million 
to fund the construction of 

a community centre. 


Economic Development - 
A Stimulating Joint Venture 


A First Nation in the B.C. inte- 
rior has teamed up with one 
of Canada's fastest growing 
corporations to cultivate one 
of the world’s most lucrative 
crops. 


Since June 1995, the 
Skeetchestn First Nation and 
Chai-Na-Ta Corp. have been 
working together to grow 
ginseng on 220 hectares of 
reserve land in the Kamloops 
area. 


Under the terms of the 10-year 
agreement, the private com- 
pany provides financing exper- 
tise and management to culti- 
vate and market the ginseng 
while the First Nation provides 
financing and land for the 
project. Under the joint 
venture Chai-Na-Ta will pur- 
chase all ginseng root grown 

to sell to China and Hong Kong 


where the meaicinal root is a 
popular health tonic. The pro- 
ject is expected to provide 

the First Nation with approxi- 
mately 300 jobs and more 
than $14 million in profits. 


First Nations Raising 
Revenue Through Tax 
By-laws 


Forty-one First Nations in B.C. 
have enacted by-laws taxing 
real property interests on their 
reserve lands with the support 
and assistance of the Indian 
Taxation Advisory Board. 
Annual revenues from prop- 
erty taxation now exceed 

$12 million, and the financial 
management abilities of First 
Nations have also increased 

as a result of the by-laws. This 
independent source of revenue 
is used to create and maintain 
the necessary infrastructure 
and essential services on 
reserve and to support social, 
health and other important 
programs. 


Shellfish Operation Brings 
Prosperity and Community 
Pride 


Seafood lovers can enjoy 

the taste of fresh West Coast 
clams thanks to an economic 
venture of the Heiltsuk Nation 
to harvest shellfish in Bella 
Bella on the central coast of 
British Columbia. 


The band harvests the manilla, 
littleneck and butter clams on 
its traditional clam beds under 
a cO-management arrange- 
ment with the Department 

of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO). 
The community-run fishery 
employs about 50 clam diggers 
seven days a week throughout 
clam season. 


The key to the success of the 
business lies in the fact that 
the fishery is community- 
owned and operated. Shellfish 
harvested from the beaches 
are packaged at the Heiltsuk's 
own processing plant where 
clam diggers grade, package 
and ship clams to customers. 
DFO trained Heiltsuk Nation 
staff to manage the fishery. 
Within the boundaries of the 
fishery, only band members 
are permitted to dig for clams. 
All diggers must be licensed by 
the tribal council and catches 
are carefully monitored to pre- 
serve the resource. 


Kincolith Road is a Step 
Closer To Reality 


Nisga‘a Economic Enterprises 
Inc., an independent resource 
development company, plans 
to help finance the construc- 
tion of a road to link the 
remote Nisga’a community of 
Kincolith to provincial roads. 


The company has proposed 
raising $25 million to help 
pay for the road by harvesting 
timber along the route. 


Kincolith, at the mouth of the 
Nass River on the northwest 
coast of B.C., is the largest of 
four Nisga‘a bands, three of 
which are linked by provincial 
roads. A road would improve 
general and commercial access 
and consolidate Nisga’‘a Tribal 
Council community services. 


The federal government has 
agreed to share one-third of 
the costs, up to a maximum 
of $15 million, to build a road. 


Scheidam Flats Becomes Part 
of Kamloops First Nation 


A long-standing dispute over 
a parcel of land called 
Scheidam Flats has been 
resolved through negotiations 
among the Kamloops First 
Nation, the owner of the land, 
and the provincial and federal 
governments. 


The dispute had its origins 

in the 19th century. In 1862, 
lands were reserved for the 
Kamloops Band under the 
authority of Sir James Douglas, 
Governor of the Colony of 
British Columbia. The First 
Nation went to court to estab- 
lish that lands reserved for it 


include a parcel of land in the 
centre of the reserve called 
Scheidam Flats. 


The province granted Scheidam 
Flats to a rancher in 1872. The 
Kamloops First Nation contin- 
ued to use the land under a 
“gentleman's” agreement. In 
1988, the rancher sold the 
land for development to Best 


West Realty Ltd. 


In March 1995, the provincial 
government purchased the 
130-hectare flats from 

Best West Realty Ltd. for 

$2.2 million. The Department 
of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development (DIAND) con- 
tributed $500,000 toward 

the purchase. Scheidam Flats, 
which Is surrounded by the 
Kamloops First Nation, 

was added to the Kamloops 
First Nation Reserve No. 1 

in October 1995. 


Aboriginal Education 
and Training — The Path 
to Empowerment 


Increased Funding for Post- 
Secondary Education 


ap he federal government 
is working with First 


Nations and Inuit to improve 
educational opportunities for 
Aboriginal peoples. In June 
1994, the federal government 
provided additional funding to 


eliminate the backlog of stu- 
dents and allow more students 
to attend post-secondary 
institutions. This year the 
federal government provided 
$261 million to Aboriginal stu- 
dents under the Indian and 
Inuit Post-Secondary Education 
Program. The overall post- 
secondary education budget 
has increased by $48 million 
or 22.5 percent since 
1993-1994. In 1994-1995, 

the Program assisted about 
26,800 post-secondary students 
across Canada — 4,646 students 
in British Columbia. 


Higher education and labour 
participation statistics go 
hand-in-hand. For example, 
less than 35 percent of 
Aboriginal people with less 
than Grade 9 education are 
part of the Canadian labour 
force. In contrast, 85 percent 
of Aboriginal people with 
some university education 
are employed. 


Nicola Valley Institute of 
Technology Receives B.C. 
Accreditation 


In September 1995, Nicola 
Valley Institute of Technology 
(NVIT) was designated a 
public college under the 
British Columbia College 

and Institute Act. 


The five First Nations of the 
Nicola Valley in central British 
Columbia established NVIT 

as a private post-secondary 
institution in 1983. In 12 years, 
NVIT has grown from 12 stu- 
dents in a single program 

to over 600 full- and part- 
time students in 14 programs. 
Students come to the main 
campus in the city of Merritt 
from all over Canada and 
certain programs are delivered 
to Aboriginal communities 
across Canada. On average, 
75 to 80 percent of the stu- 
dents who enrol complete 
their courses successfully. 


Public accreditation means the 
NVIT will have the authority to 
provide academic credentials 
up to a diploma level. As well, 
third parties will no longer have 
to approve curricula or moni- 
tor education programs. This 
means the college can estab- 
lish and approve curricula 
based on First Nations’ needs. 
Provincial operating funds will 
also be more secure under the 
new arrangement. 


Chiefs Launch Post- 
Secondary Institute of 
Indigenous Government 


The Union of British Columbia 
Indian Chiefs recently set up 

a post-secondary Institute 

of Indigenous Government to 


create a nurturing environ- 
ment for future First Nations 
leaders. The Vancouver-based 
Institute is dedicated to em- 
powering Aboriginal peoples to 
become more self-determining 
in ways which reflect 
Indigenous philosophies, values 
and experience throughout the 
world. 


The Institute's mandate, through 
its Indigenous Government 
Studies program, is to: provide 
centralized and community- 
based credit and non-credit 
instruction; grant certificates 
and associate and bachelor 
degrees; establish scholarships, 
bursaries and awards; and 
maintain a comprehensive cen- 
tralized library and archives on 
Indigenous peoples. 


Building New 
Partnerships 

Working Together to Improve 
Aboriginal Health — Sheway 


heway, a Coast Salish 
S word for growth, is the 
name of a community partner- 
ship in Vancouver that pro- 
vides prenatal and postnatal 
health care to women and 
children who are at risk. Set 
up in November 1994, Sheway 
is a community collaboration 
among the Vancouver Native 
Health Society, Alcohol and 
Drug Programs, the City of 
Vancouver Health Department, 


the YWCA Crabtree and B.C's 
Ministry of Social Services. 


The outreach program provides 
pregnant Aboriginal and non- 
Aboriginal women with pre- 
natal and nutritional coun- 
selling and parenting support, 
and directs women to medical 
care, housing and social pro- 
grams. On average, workers 
Speak to 12 pregnant women 
and new mothers each day. 
The social agencies formed the 
partnership to tackle the prob- 
lem of the high number of 
children born in downtown 
Vancouver with fetal alcohol 
syndrome, prenatal addiction 
and sexually transmitted 
diseases. 


Teens Work Together to “Take 
A Walk on the Wild Side” 


Young people from all walks 
of life could soon be working 
together to construct a 
30-kilometre walking trail on 
Flores Island in the Alberni- 
Clayoquot Regional District. 


The Ahousaht Band Council 
and the Western Canada 
Wilderness Committee have 
designed the new project to 
provide 10 Aboriginal and 

10 non-Aboriginal young peo- 
ple with jobs building a tourist 
trail. The trail would provide 
easier access from the village 
of Ahousaht to the beaches 


of Flores Island and the vista 
of Mt. Flores. 


The idea to improve the walk- 
ing trail builds on the success 
of an earlier business venture 
launched by the Ahousaht 
First Nation in April 1994. 
The “Walk on the Wild Side" 
venture is an ecological walk- 
ing tour, hosted by a First 
Nation guide, that explores 
the intertidal pools on Flores 
Island. 


The joint project for 18-to- 
22-year-olds is designed to 
provide young people with: 

a sense of pride and achieve- 
ment in serving community 
needs; exposure to career 
possibilities in eco-tourism; 
instruction in skills that may 
encourage an interest in fur- 
ther schooling; and experience 
in teamwork and outdoor 
living. The project is scheduled 
to begin in April 1996. 


Published under the authority of the 
Honourable Ronald A. Irwin, P.C., M.P., 
Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development 
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